
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Before investing, carefully consider the FlexShares investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses. This and other information is in the prospectus and a 
summary prospectus, copies of which may be obtained by visiting www.flexshares.com. Read the prospectus carefully before you invest. 

Foreside Fund Services, LLC, distributor. 

Please remember that all investments carry some level of risk, including the potential loss of principal invested. They do not typically grow at an even rate of return 
and may experience negative growth. As with any type of portfolio structuring, attempting to reduce risk and increase return could, at certain times, unintentionally 
reduce returns. An ESG investment methodology that includes and excludes issuers and assigns weights to issuers by applying non-financial factors, such as ESG 
factors, such ESG investment methodology may underperform the broader equity market or other investment products that do or do not use ESG investment criteria.  
An ESG investment methodology will influence exposure to certain companies and sectors.

Currently, there is a lack of common industry standards relating to the development and application of ESG criteria, which may make it di�cult to compare an ESG 
investment methodology with the investment strategies of other investment products or funds that integrate certain ESG criteria. The subjective value that investors 
may assign to certain types of ESG characteristics may di�er substantially from that of an ESG investment methodology or a data provider. 

Not all FlexShares ETFs have an ESG focus. For more information on which FlexShares ETFs have an ESG focus, please visit flexshares.com

Despite widespread client interest, the majority of HNW investors aren’t getting ESG recommendations from their advisors.

Clients who are somewhat interested would be more interested if:  

So talk to your clients about ESG before they look for guidance elsewhere

Clients may have more interest in 
ESG — and more questions about it — 

than you realize. 

My financial advisor recommended it My financial advisor explained how it 
could help my portfolio

I understood how I could align it 
with my values

1Survey fielded in April 2022 to 506 consumers who were working with a financial advisor; each had a minimum of $100,000 in investable assets and a minimum household income of $100,000.
2Morningstar, Inc. https://www.morningstar.com/articles/1048918/us-sustainable-fund-assets-reach-a-new-milestone-in-2021s-second-quarter
*ESG investing is defined as utilizing environmental, social, and governance (ESG) criteria as a set of standards for a company’s operations that socially conscious investors use to screen potential investments.

Taking the initiative to start these conversations can help you retain current clients and attract new ones. 
By discussing whether sustainable investing makes sense for their situation — and helping implement 

ESG strategies if it does — you can help better serve your clients and build a stronger business. 

Rising ESG Demand Creates 
Opportunities to Connect with Clients

New data reveals an urgent need to guide clients through sustainable investing decisions.

Interest in sustainable investing

Why are you interested in ESG investing? (top three answers)

 Media sources

Of those who don't hold ESG who are at least somewhat 
interested: Has your advisor suggested sustainable/ESG 

investments to you?

of interested clients are 
planning to increase their ESG 
allocations — nearly all of them 
(90%) within 3 years.

of interested respondents said they 
would leave their financial advisor if they 
can't/won't suggest ESG opportunities. 

FlexShares’ recent survey1 of high net worth (HNW) and high income investors 
reveals that interest in ESG/sustainable investing is widespread — and advisors 
may be missing opportunities to discuss ESG strategies with their clients. 

Investors have been turning to environmental, social and governance, or ESG*, strategies 
(also referred to as sustainable strategies) at a record pace. But which investors are driving 
this growth and are they getting the right guidance to make good choices with their 
sustainable investment options?

Total assets in U.S. sustainable 
funds topped $300 billion in 
mid-2021, nearly double the 

amount one year earlier.2
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38%
Somewhat inter-
ested35%

Not interested

27%
Very interested

YesNo

“ “To address priorities 
such as climate change 
or diversity, equity and 

inclusion 

50%

Instead, investors are mostly exploring ESG on their own. Understanding client motivation is essential for productive 
conversations around ESG.

place clients have heard 
about ESG: 

#1

“ “

I want to align my 
investments with 

my values 

73%

“ “

To capture growth 
potential from 

sustainable business 
practices 

48%

source of information about 
sustainable investing options: 

I do my own research
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